ENCELSI®R

ERATOSTHENES:

Excellence Research Centre for Earth Surveillance

& Space-Based Monitoring of the Environment

Issue #2 -

.

April 2020 - September 2020 .

@excelslor2020eu @ @ @ @' @

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE

ENCELSI®R | morommenes s s

ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence | SPace-Based Monltoring Of the EnviRonment

1stvirtual EXCELSIOR
International Technical
Workshop

REGISTRATION uy 15 JULY2020
t::-® WEDNESDAY

Space Operations and Environmental
Monitoring in Cyprus

s Cyprus

] [ University of
% g Technology

Arrival of the PollyXT lidar from
Leipzig to Limassol

10 years after first lidar
observations in Limassol, we
welcomed PollyXT next

generation.

EXCELSIOR First International
Virtual Workshop

The O6EXCELSI OR8 H2020
Consortium and the ERATOSTHENES Centre
of Excellence (ECoE) organised the First
Virtual International
Operations and Environmental Monitoring
in Cypruso.

Meet the Board of Directors of
the ERATOSTHENES CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE (ECoE)
Announcement of the composition of the first

Board of Directors of ECoE which consists of
seven members

Visit Eratosthenes CoE website:
ww.eratosthenes.org.cy




-

-

*

E E LS I |D R ERATOSTHENES. E"C‘?llence Research Centre for Earth Surveillance
& Space-Based Monitoring of the Environment p:

Arrival of the PollyXT lidar from
TROPOS (Leipzig) to ECoE (Limassol)

The advanced system PollyXT of the ERATOSTHENES Center of Excellence has arrived and has
installed at the premises of the Cyprus University of Technology (CUT). The system is a national rese
infrastructure for the study of the atmosphere as well as the flagship of the research equipment of t
Department of Environment and Climate of the ERATOSTHENES CoE.

The equipment is a stabé-the-art remote sensing system with laser radiation (PollyXT lidar) and emits a
visible beam (green beam of light) from the ground vertically up into the atmosphere. The laser beam
used to continuously record the vertical structure of the atmosphere, atmospheric parameters and suspe
particles, such as desert dust, volcanic ash, smoke particles, which often affect air quality in the regiol
Cyprus. The retrieved information allows the 3D observation of the atmosphere, providing importa
information about the vertical extent and temporal evolutioth@fvarious atmospheric phenomena. The
data are available in real time through the website of the PollyNET network.

The device was funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) via the PoLiCyTa pro
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EXCELSIOR First International Virtual Workshor

The OEXCELSI OR®6 H2020 Teaming Project C
Excell ence (ECo0E) organised the First Vi
and Environment al Monitoring in Cyprus®o.
with the participation of all national, East Mediterranean, Middist and North Africa
(EMMENA) and international stakeholders and addressing all the different activities of tl
ECOE, i.e., infrastructure, research, education and innovation through entrepreneurship.
workshop was planned and initially scheduled to coincide with the Annual Internatior
Conference on Remote Sensing and-@GEwymation of Environment/RSCy2020, however
due to COVIEL9 this workshop had been postponed. Eventually, the workshop took plac
virtually on the 16 of July 2020 through the ZOOM platform. The workshop attracted up to
210 unique viewers and 105 concurrent views.

Main aim and objectives

1 Our aim for the series of all the proposed annual workshops is to interact with existir
and new stakeholders, strengthening the regional links, invest in the continuous interactior
the strategic user segments of ECoOE and sustainindgadong relationships and
partnerships in the region.

1 The main aim of the First Virtual International workshop was to familiarise the participat
with the plans and prospects of EXCELSIOR. Specifically, the workshop focused
demonstrating the EXCELSIOR infrastructure for space operations, monitoring
environmental research and how these can be used for the projects and challenges in
Eastern Mediterranean.

Final agenda:https://cutt.ly/lgHywGt

Watch the workshop online via Youtubéittps://cutt.ly/AgHyoZh
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entity has been established with the following né
OERATOSTHENES CENT R E TheO ECoEE iX Cdinpletdh
autonomous in its decision making, as it is managed by its own Board
Directors (BoD), which is composed of seven (7) members.

Website of the new entityvww.eratosthenes.org.cy

"OF EXCELLE

Associate Professor Evangelos AKYLAS
Cyprus University of Technology (Chairman)

Mr Marios DEMETRIADES
Managing Director of the MD Mindset Capital Ltd; For
Minister ofCommunications and Works (Member)

Mrs Vasiliki ANASTASIADOU
Former Minister of Communications and Works (Mem

Mrs Barbara RYAN
Former Secretariat Director of GEO (Group on Earth
Observations) (Member)

Dr Rosa LASAPONARA
CNR, Italy (Member)

Dr Nektarios CHRYSOULAKIS
Director of Research, Foundation for Research and
TechnologfFORTH), Greece (Member)

Mr Christos STYLIANIDES
Former European Commissioner (Member)
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Dr Evangelos Akylasspecializes in the fields of Fluid Mechanics and Mathematical Modeling. Currently,
AR .~ he is an Associate Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering of the Cyprus University
_:‘ Technology, where he teaches physics, hydrology, hydraulics and fluid mechanics. His principal resea
field is theoretical fluid mechanics, with emphasis on both analytical and numerical studies of fluxes
laminar and turbulent flows. He is also active in the field of subsurface hydrology, with emphasis i
. groundwater flow, aquifer depletion/seawater intrusion and aquifer recharge problems, as well as in
experimental and computational studies of water quality and transport phenomena in resEneoirs.
study of these challenging flow problems has resulted in publications in a wide range of different
research areas (from meteorology to hydraulics and to fundamental fluid mechanics), whilst the attaine
expertise has led to scientific contributions to numerous research projects. His published work, as
author or ceauthor, includes 40 papers in refereed international journals and more than 70 papers in
edited volumes, refereed conference proceedings and conference presentations, as well as 17 technic
reports. He also acts as a reviewer, on a systematic basis, for several journals in the field of fluid
mechanics and hydrology. From 2020, Dr Akylas is the Chair of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the ERATOSTHENES Cer
Excellence (ECOE) as a part of the upgrade of the existing Eratosthenes Research Group, operating within the Depattment of

Engineering and Geomatics, through the EXCELSIORDProject

How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre o
Excellence?

Being the Chair of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence (ECOE) is a hug
and opportunity for me. | believe that my scientific background as well as the knowledge and experience that | ha
acquired through as a chair at the Department of Civil Engineering and Geomatics of the Cyprus University
Technology will be of great importance for the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence.
provide my guidance and help throughout the project so it can run smoothly.

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

Establishing such initiatives especially for our region in the Eastern Mediterranean, Middle East and North Africa
crucial, since space and earth observations are important for linking global knowledge with regional, national, loc
and community information. This is particularly important for climate and meteorological information smaller count
which can benefit from information that they could not generate separately.

What is your vision for the strategic development tife ERATOSTHENES Centre of ExcelienCgprus?

The ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence can be a cornerstone for the region along with its contribution to
sciences and technologies, innovative research, protection of the environment, spreading of information and cre:
new job opportunities. The capabilities and potential of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence are limitles:
can be of immense significance for Cyprus!
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Marios Demetriadesis currently running MD Mindset Capital, involved in significant projects in the
infrastructure space and various investments related projects. He is also a Board member in various hi
profile companies in Cyprus and abroad and an Entrepreneur invested in several startups. Over the
years, he has acquired significant experience in Capital Markets as an Investment Professional, as w
as the real economy, through his tenure as a Minister covering a large part of the Cyprus economy
During his term as a Minister, he completed the privatization of the largest commercial port and opene
up the Aviation sector resulting in more than 40% increase in traffic. He also promoted heavily the
Cyprus shipping sector.

Marios Demetriades holds a BSc degree and is a qualified Chartered Accountant and a CFA
Charterholder. He started his career with BDO Stoy Hayward in London before moving to EY in Cypru:
After that, he spent 15 years working for Laiki Investments and Piraeus Bank Cyprus running their asset managemest departn
In March 2014, he became the Minister of Transport, Communications, and Works for Cyprus, a position he kept until the en
the term of the government in February 2018.

How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence@

| can contribute to the project through my capacity as an ex Minister of Transport, Communications and Wc
responsible for the Space industry in Cyprus and through my capacity as a Board Member for several companies.

My experience as ex Minister allows me to provide my guidance to the Executive Team of the project at a poli
level whereas my experience as Board Member to ensure that the project is ran with the necessary level of Corpol
Governance.

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

Space and Earth observation is extremely important for the EMMENA region. Earth observation is used for
increasing number of areas such as environmental monitoring, meteorology and map making. The further develop
of the capabilities for the region will help to increase the usage in these areas and save significant resources for
regional governments (both in manpower and equipment) as well as provide them with the necessary informatio
improve the quality of life for its residents.

What is your vision for the strategic development tife ERATOSTHENES Centre of ExcelienCgprus?

Cyprus is located at a strategic position and is ideal for earth observation. The project comes at an important point
time as Cyprus is moving towards becoming a full member of the European Space Agency (ESA) and e
observation has been identified as one of the three areas European projects by ESA.

Our vision would be for the EXCELSIOR Project to help develop the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence as
the leading Digital Innovation Hubs in the area of Earth Observation in the region.
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Vassiliki Anastassiadouwas born in Nicosia in 1958. She studied Law at the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and holds a post graduate studies
Degree in European Law (LLM in European Union Law) from the University of
Leicester. She began her career as a trainee advocate and successfully acquired the
License of a Registered Practicing Advocate. In 1983, she was appointed as
Secretary to Parliamentary Committees, in the Parliamentary Committees Service of
gmm the House of Representatives, gradually rising through all the ranks of the Service to
! become its Chief Secretary. In 1999, in addition to her duties as Chief Secretary, she
was assigned to coordinate the provisional Department of the House commissioned t
harmonize Cyprus legislation with the acquis Communautaire. In 2002, she was
‘ appointed as Director of the newly established European Affairs Service of the
House, continuing to work for the successful compl eti ol
Communautaire until Cyprusd accession to the European U
Committees Service and in July 2013 Secretary General of the House of Representatives. As Director of the Parliament
Committees Service, she was involved in the promotion, coordination and implementation of the legislative work ¢
parliamentary control, as well as in the administration of the Service involved in the implementation of this workoBtmm the
of the Secretary General of the Parliament, in addition to the above, she worked for the promotion of Parliamentary Diplomac
the successful implementation of the overall parliamentary work, as well as the support of all the activities of thd kuse an
President. She was the administrative head of the staff of the House of Representatives. Mrs Anastassiadou, appointed by
President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Nicos Anastasiades, assumed office as Minister of Transport, Communicat®ns and
on the 1 st of March 2018 until the 1st of December 2019. Since March 2020 she has been appointed by the Board of Directc
of the Technical University of Cyprus as a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Excellence Research
for Earth Surveillance and SpaBased Monitoring of the Environment. Since 1st June 2020 she has been appointed as a
external member of the Council of the University of Cyprus upon selection by the Senate. She is the Chairperson nélthe Pers
and Regulation Committees.

How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directorshef ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence@

| believe that the knowledge and experience that | have acquired through administrating the House ¢
Representatives and organizing its functions as well as by my occupation with the portfolio of the Ministry
Transport, Communications and Works, in which, space was included, will be useful and constructive for
participation in the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence . | am particularly thrilled by
idea of serving on the same board with so many distinguished colleagues with whom | will join efforts in order to se
collectively the aims and objectives of the Centre.

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

The region of east Mediterranean is a sensitive and distressed area on a political as well as military level ar
additionally it has the complexity of dealing with a huge immigration problem. | therefore believe that space an
earth observation in this region can add a positive and peaceful dimension, that will contribute to the development
our region, by directing science and culture towards a more balanced, healthy and sustainable orientation.

What is your vision for the strategic development of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence in Cyprus?

In relation to my previous comment Excelsior can be a blessing for the region and a means that can contribute a I
the peaceful sciences of space, research, technology and innovation, protection of the environment, spreadin
information and creating new jobs. The capabilities and potential of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence ai
limited only on a local level. They can contribute so that Cyprus is benefited from the European and global scien
research and experience, based on the principles of reciprocity, meritocracy and epistemology.
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|UnderBar bar a I|dadersRiy, milidns of satellite images and other Earth observation data have
been made available to the general public at no charge, allowing scientists, planners and policy maker:
to make bettedinformed decisions on problems that transcend political boundaries. Her work addresse:
critical issues in agriculture, biodiversity, climate change, disaster planning, energy, health and wate
Barbara Ryanf6s career began in 1974 when she |
nationds | argest natur al resource science and
USGS, earning masterds degrees in geography f
from Stanford University. As associate director for geography at the USGS, she was responsible for th
agencyds remote sensing, geography and <civilia
From 2008 to 2012, she was Director of the World Meteorological Organisation (WMQO) Space
Programme, and from 2012 to 2018, Ryan was the Secretariat Director of the intergovernmental Group
on Earth Observations (GEO) in Geneva, Switzerland. Ryan has served as chair of the internation
Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS). She has been awarded an honorary doctorate of science degree from
alma mater, SUNY Cortland. She has been named an Honorary Fellow of the American Geographical Society, in 2017 she
one of 10 gl obal Leaders to be named to the Geospatial
Depart ment of Interior and NASAOds Pecora Award. She se
Ecological Sequestration Trust, the International Centre for Earth Simulation (ICES), the International Symposi@argargRemote
of Environment (ISRSE), and the Jane Goodall Institute. She also serves as a Policy Advisor to the World Geospatial Inc
Council (WGIC).

How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre c
Excellence ?

| am hoping to contribute to the Board by providing advice and other connections with the international Ea
observation and geospatial communities, gained largely over the last 40+ years with the U.S. Geological Survi
(USGS), the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), and most recel
with the World Geospatial Industry Council (WGIC).

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

Extremely important. The capabilities that now exist from Earth observation satellites and-lotinee @ensors are
amazing, and provide access to real time, or near real time data in ways that we have not seen before.

What is your vision for the strategic development of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence in Cyprus?

I am optimistic that this project will become a key component, if not the centerpiece, of the fabric of integrated Ea
observations in the Region.
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Dr. Rosa Lasaponarahas more than 25 years of experience in the field Earth
Observation from satellite/airborne/ground based on passive (optical, -multi
hyperspectral data) and active (radar, LIDAR) sensors. Her main research interests are
focused on modelling, data processing, integration, and interpretation of big Earth
Observation for natural/anthropogenic risk estimation, monitoring and mitigation, with
particular reference to risk management and post events damage estimation (fire
monitoring and post fire monitoring), Landscape analysis and environmental degradation
(urban sprawl, desertification, pollution), padgwironmental investigations and
archaeological studies.
She authored or eauthored of more than 350 peeeviewed papers (210 in JRC
journals, book etc.), editor of NHESS, academic Editor of RS and guest editor for severa
international journals Remote Sensing (2020, 2019, 207, 2013), 1JRS, JAG, Ecologica
oo caaciny Modeling, Journal of Archaeological science, Archaeological Prospection, Journal of
Cultural Heritage, Sensor, Sustainability.
She has been and currently is the scientific coordinator of several research projects at national and internationa teaal (mo
45 projects, funded by the EC (European Community, as H2020), ESA (Europen Space Agency), ASI (ltalian Space Ag
MAECI (Ministero degli affari esteri e cooperazione Internazionale, progetti di grande rilevanza), CNR, DPC (department
protezione civile). She currently is the LPI of SER_FORFIRE ERA4CS (Integrated services and approaches for Agkessing ¢
climate change and extreme events for fire and post fire risk prevention (http://waglimjaite.eu/nl/25223459
SERV_FORFIRE.html), PI for IMAA of ATHENA twin project H2020 and for ArTeK and Space_To _Tree funded by E
cooperation with ASI.

How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence?

| am particularly proud and honored to kemember of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence because with the partners we can share ideas, vision and expertise. My specific contribution can
support and facilitate an interdisciplinary and traisciplinary vision of the EO research and operational
applications. In the last 25 years, my tearArgon lab at the CNRRVIAA-jointly with the ISPE@&CNR) conducted EO
based multirans and intedisciplinary research contributing to the development of novel concepts and approache
between and across diverse disciplines. Thistraniiand intedisciplinary vision suitably enabled us to develop
and set up Etased research and operational applications in several continents from Europe to China, from So
America to North Africa, focusing on diverse research domains as: natural and cultural heritage, risk, climate che
change detection, land degradation.

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

In the EMMENA region, Earth Observation can contribute significantly in supporting the development of sci
society and economy, and particularly, of the Space Economy also by exploring new ways of partnering with a mix
crowdfunding projects, private, fot-profit, and public actors to achieve new saonomic goals.

Space is a strategic sector for the future economy and one of the four pillars of the Space2030 Agenda, whi
outlines the contribution of space to the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations. Earth observation
combined with isitu data and other sets of ngatellite based data, has become an essential operational instrument
to monitor the evolutions of the environment and measure progress towards the goals set by the Green Deal anc
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

What is your vision for the strategic development of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence in Cyprus?

1 Develop advanced and innovative capacities and services to monitor, analyse, predict and mitigate the impac
the human activity on natur al resources (soil, ai
Contribute significantly to the objectives of the European Green Deal

Focus on the integration of space technologies with new emerging technologies

Maximise the potential of Earth Observaiioior economy, science and socigty

Provide support, expertise, the quaktysured data required to underpin mass market and business applications
cuttingedge science,

Facilitate the development of effective and efficient policy and operational decision making,

1 Inspiring and supporting the next generation of innovators and job creators
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Christos Stylianidesis the former European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and
Crisis Management (2042019).0On October 24th, 2014 he was appointed by the
European Council EU Ebola Coordinator and served until the end of the term of the
Juncker Commission. He is currently Visiting Professor in Practice at the Department
Health Policy of the London School of Economics (LSE), Faculty Member at the Univers
of Nicosia Medical School and Visiting International Professor at Ruhr Universitéat
Bochum(RUB) Research School and Special Advisor, European Commission (to \
President Margaritis Schinas) onE ducation in Emergencies, migration and inclusion. |
was elected Member of the European Parliament in the May 2014 European elections
where he served until October 31st2014. He was twice appointed Government
Spokesperson of the Republic of Cyprus (in 28084 and in 19981999). During the

period 2006-2013 he served as a Member of the Cyprus House of Representatives (elected in 2006 and 2011).During his tenu
he served as Depui@hair of the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs €2013) and member of the Committee on
European Affairs, the Committee of Internal Affairs and the Committee of Employment and Social Affairs (200¢€
2011).Between200&011 he was a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and he was elected Member of its Bureau
2012. ChristosStylianides was named 0G| obal Champion for
Political Champion for Education in Emergenciesd by the
the Golden Decoration of Honour by the Federal Agency for Technical Relief (THW) of the Federal Republic of Germany, |

0OTheir I nspiration Awardo6é by the Their World and the GI
Reconciliation ,the O0Andreas Yannopoulosdé Award by the
contribution to the European project, the oDemocracy Av
Recognition by the Eastern Macedonia and Thrace Institu
Foundation (Greece). He is also Member of t he Board of T

Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR), a Member of theeMédiSteering Group (HLSG) of the Education Outcomes Fund (EOF)
for Africa and The Middle East and a Member of the Board of Directors of the Eratosthenes Centre of Excellence.
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Dr. Nektarios Chrysoulakiss a Director of Research at FORTH and Head of the Remote Sensing Lab
(http://rslab.gr), operating Flux Tower Infrastructures in the city of Heraklion (http://www.rslab.gr/
heraklion_eddy.html). He holds a BSc in Physics, a MSc in Environmental Physics and PhD in Re
Sensing from the University of Athens. He has been involved in R&D projects funded by the Europe
Union, the European Space Agency and the Ministries of Environment, Development, Culture &
Education. His main research interests include climate change and urbanization, urban climate, urk
energy balance, urban resilience, urban planning and metabolism, natural and technological hazards
surface temperature and albedo, environmental monitoring and change detection. Dr. Chrysoulakis is ¢
of the European Research Council (ERC) Synergy project urbisphere (http://urbisphere.eu), focusing
coupling dynamic cities and climate. He is the coordinator of the F&G® project CURE (http:/
curecopernicus.eu), focusing on Copernicus services exploitation in the domain of urban resilience.
has coordinated the projects URBANFLUXES (H2020), SEN4ARUS-RERARIgs), BRIDGE (FP7)
GEOURBAN (FP7). He has also participated projects ECOPOTENTIAL (H2020), THINKNATURE (H2
IGIC (LIFE) and FLIRE (LIFE). Dr. Chrysoulakis is a Visiting Professor at the Department of Physics of the Ugiversity o
teaching the course OPrinciples and Appl-MAIGh teaching theo dours€ a t
ORemote sensing of Urban Environmentsé. He is involved i
Board Urban Resilience Subgroup. He has more than 250 publications in peer review journals and conference proceedings.
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How do you see your contribution, being a member of the Board of Directors of the ERATOSTHENES Centre o
Excellence?

Beyond my involvement in high level decision making, as a member of the Board of Directors, my contribution will
focus on ECoOE activities related to the global challenges of urbanization and climate change. Currently, there |
fundamental disconnect between the approaches employed in climate and urban system science to study dyn
connections and interlinkages between climate and cities. The developmebtaséE®ethods to quantify these
interlinkages constitutes a main research direction in my Lab at FORTH (http://rslab.gr), in the frame of the Europ
Research Council (ERC) Synergy project urbisphere (http://urbisphere.eu). The impact of this research is expe
high, therefore my contribution to the ECoE will capitalize on the new knowledge to be produced by urbisphere,
well as on my experience in other relevant H2020 projects, to support ECoOE involvement in the European Rese
Area, through the Horizon Europe Framework Programme, as well as in European Space Agency projects in the a
domains.

How important is space and earth observation for the EMMENA region?

A major scientific challenge, related to climate change and global warming, is to identify the anthropogen
contribution to global/regional climate forcing (i.e. emissions of energy, carbon and pollutants, including aeroso
There is a strong demand for EO monitoring to provide data to evaluate the extent of pollution and climate chang
especially in the EMMENA region. Mitigation and adaptation actions, that enhance the resilience of EMMENA rec
need to be based on a sound understanding and quantification of the local and regional drivers of transformatiol
and vulnerability in the context of climate change, as defined in the United Nations Sustainable Development Go
Therefore, EO infrastructures delivering timely and robust environmental information for the EMMENA region are \
i mportant ; and Cyprusds unigue geostrategic positi
providing valuable E@ased services in EMMENA region.

What is your vision for the strategic development of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence in Cyprus?

| fully support the idea of establishing a weddss Digital Innovation Hub for Earth Observation and Geospatial
Information. This will increase excellence and contribution to science and applications by focusing on innov:
exploitation of space methods and data, in the broader context of environmental sustainability. In the long term, it v
enhance Cyprus industryds potenti al to take advant
leadership in the field of EO for environment and security, by stimulating a wider exploitation of ECoE in developi
downstream services at National, EMMENA and global levels.
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EXCELSI OROS

Funded under H2020

Pillar:Spreading excellence and widening participation
Work Programme YeakH202020182019

Work Programme PartSpreading Excellence and Widening
Participation

Call:H2020WIDESPREAZD18-01
TopicWIDESPREAML-2018-2019-Teaming Phase 2

Type of actionCSA (Coordination and support action)
Project grant agreement N8.5 751 0

Proposal acronynEXCELSIOR

Total Budget: 38.000.00Q1 (1 5 g EU &1 5 g C¥Republic
of Cyprus+ & U Cyprus University of Technology
Duration years from EU+ 8 years Republic of Cyprus
Start:01 October 2019 End: 31 September 2026

Thi s project has recei ved funding
research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 857510.

: ., This project has received funding from the Government of the Republic of Cypr
&Wg through the Directorate General for the European Programmes, Coordination ar
Y Development. Pagel2
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LATEST NEWS

WebGIS service to trace the origins of COMI®
1stof April 2020, online

The Eratosthenes Centre of Excellence anpEsmsrmmms

Total Cases New Cases

EXCELSIOR Project have launched a W 396 /2 40

Total Deaths = Total Rec:

platform to trace the origins of COVID Syl a ¢ ol s

pandemic. The main objective of TN g _i‘-é;
ERATOSTHENES CCMIDVebGIS Platornill (D IR
was to illustrate the spread of the COVID s
pandemic, disseminate useful statistical fi
to the Governing Departments and Authoris

and i nfo rm th e pu b I iC i Coronavirus (COVID-19) Global Cases by ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence - Geoinformatics Cluster
u untry: USA =

Global Confirmed

46,358,955

The platform is available at -

Gt Racorersc Global Deaths
33,466,469 1,199,628

Global Active Global Serious
11,692,858 84,099

http://tiny.cc/53qysz,

Global Cases as Percentage

| et - @ Deths 2.6%
@ Recov. 722%
hchind
" &+ Active 25.2%
3

Gkl Nev s oo owc
466,683 6,389
Today

http://tiny.cc/73qysz

218

Tota Cases

Presentation to the MSc students

6th of April 2020, online |
The Coordinator of the EXCELSIOR Project:

Diofantos Hadjimitsis presented earth observ.

applications that are applied within the EXCEL.:
Project to the students of the Civil Engineering
Sustainable Design MSc course of the C
University of Technology.
Due to COVIEL9 protection measures, t
presentation took part online.
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PhD presentation of Marios Tzouvaras
24th of April 2020, online

Marios Tzouvaras, Associate Researcher at g
Eratosthenes Centre of Excellence presented his PhL .

topic OMonitoring and a
natural  hazards on the infrastructure resilience us
earth observat
conducted under the supervision of Prof Diofan
Hadjimitsis, Prof. Andreas Andreou and Prof. Evangt
Akylas.

Recent MDPI publications:
https://doi.org/10.3390/geosciences10060236
https://doi.org/10.3390/rs12101560

Co-organizing the ICOMOELYPRUS seminar
24t of April 2020, online

In the context of the World Day of Monuments

Sites, ICOMOS Cyprus, organized a webina 7 o : G e et o e
"Digital Cultural Heritage: Technologies g
Challenges"”. The seminar was held in collabo
with ICOMOS Cyprus with ETEK, the headquartll &
UNESCO in Digital Cultural Heritage, the C S

University of Technology, the EXCELSIOR proca: i S
etc. The EXCELSIOR Project was pres P
extensively from the Dr Kyriacos Themistocleous

& Eratosthenes CoE), project manager of
EXCELSIOR H2020 Teaming Project.

More information is available at:

https://excelsior2020.eu/event/internationatlay-for-
monumentsand-siteswebinar-organizedby-icomos
cyprus-24-04-2020/

(e seweg
o

‘é& SRTHIC - B s ‘j
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Presentation at the EGU 2020
(EGU

4th - 8th of May 2020, online

Dr Rodanthi Mamouri and Dr Siig
Michaelides, presented at the E i

Assembly 2020

2020.
Dr Mamouri gave a presentation on
ERATOSTHENES Remote S¢

Supersite: Grountfuth observatio
over Cyprus.
Dr Michaelides participated as

author and as a convener at
assembly. He was a convener in - ; ® ..
session on Precipitation: Measure :
Climatology, Remote Sensing 3
Modelling, and he gave a presentati
wi t h titl e: 0 T
Widespread Teaming Phase 2 ProjeCt.
ERATOSTHENES: EXcellence Research Centre for Earth SurveilLlance Bage&pdonitoring Of
the Envi Ronmentdé and the poster paper "Cypr
Teaming project and the ERATOSTHENES Centre
are the needs and opportunities?d. Sever al ot
been presented as well.

((((((

More information is available at:

https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2020/EGU2E2B36.html
https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2020/EGU2E2B01 .html

Participation at the Copernicus Academy video conference
20t of May 2020, online

Prof. Diofantos Hadjimitsis the Coordinator of the Excg

7

H2020 presented t he 0 EX ‘ n d
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence during the Cop = xCELSIS*; [
Academy Monthly video conference meeting which S N e T

The ERATOSTHENES:

organised on the 20th of May 2020. T N e e e
During the video meeting, there was an attendance of oy ‘
than 55 participants. Mr. Mettas and Dr. Tzouvaras f
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence also joineg
meeting.
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Presentation to the Chief Scientist

29t of May 2020, online
The EXCELSIOR Project and the up to date activitiesof
Eratosthenes Centre of Excellemesze presented to thf

Markos Gorgouds,

Chief ScientisDr Nikolas Mastroyiannopoulos and '
General Director Mr Theodoros Loukaides from

Giorgoudes and was supported by Dr Leda Skoufari
Elena Poulli.

Participation at the Paicuropean COVIEL9 ACTRIEARLINET campaign
30th of May 2020, Limassol

Cyprus University of Tec e e OST

Atmospheric Remote Sensing Unit of the Department ¢

Engineering and Geomatics and the Eratosthenes Cent
Excellence/EXCELSIOR H2020 Teaming participated
PanrEuropean COVID19 ACTHSRLINET campaign.

The ERATOSTHENES Centre of ExcaliedBoec e | s i
Teaming Project & Cyprus University of Techno
participated actively in the EARLINET/ACTRIS int
campaign, using the EARLINET lidar and the AERON
photometer of the Cyprus University of Technology. The campaign was organized as part of the ACT

initiative for studying the changes in the atmosphere during the AO\GEKdown.

Participation at the Teaming Club online meeting
3rd of June 2020, online

Members of the EXCELSIOR Project joined the Té
Club onllne meeting. This was the first Teaming

ook el NOMATIN

Projects. The EXCELSIOR team is looking forwa
strong collaboration with all teaming projects of
Club. Prof. Diofantos Hadjimitsis presented

EXCELSIOR H2020 Project.

Pagel7
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Kick-off meeting of the IEEBA
4th of June, online

The EXCELSIOR team members Prof Hadjimi
Themistocleous and Mr Christofi joined |IHEESA
(Standard Protocol and Scheme for Measuring

Spectroscopy) kiakff meeting.
This Standard defines protocols and scheme
sensors and measurement methods when mg

comparing and utilizing Soil Spectral Libraries (S€8__,
from many sources, including LUCAS SSI-OBEOLE SSL, BRAZILAN SSL and GLOBAL SSL, as wel
monitoring their measurement scheme before performing data manipulation or quantitative analys
Using the standard SSLs is an important stage, while utilizing Hyperspectral (HSI) data for monitol

and mapping soils.

PhD workshop
4th and 5h of June 2020, online

On the 4 and 5h of June 2020, all the existing 20 P |

CUT researchers presented their PhD activities as
their PhD objectives, methodology, results and
work to the EXCELSIOR Partners. After ever
candidate presentation, there was a discussion wi
partners. This was the first tray workshop organizef il
by the EXCELSIOR H2020 TEAMING Project a '
ERATOSTHNENES Centre of Excellence.
More than 55 participants, including all strate
partners of the EXCELSIOR Project, joined the wor

ssssss

ElcaLsi®R
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Collaboration with AUTH,-BEC and Interbalkan Environmental Centre

11t of June 2020, online
As a part of the commitment that was received frorj§

organisations, universities and industrial part @

EXCELSIOR members had an online meeting|se
representatives from the Aristotle University
Thessaloniki and the Interbalkan Environmental Cefgs" 4 m“?‘-‘ﬁ!—ﬂ~

%

: CELSIOR

BEC). The meeting was dedicated to the exploratig
opportunities for the engagement of the committed organisations and stakeholders and th

expansion of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence network.
Meeting with BerGurion University of the Negev

17t of June 2020, online -
Members of the consortium of the EXCELSIOR Proj A ;ﬁ = 7_*’ ﬁ

an online meeting with Prof. Dan G. Blumberg, § m”

President for Regional and Industrial Developme W’H'ﬂ"" Tﬂl‘ (.\\V
Head of the Earth and Planetary Facility at the -B 'ﬁ
Gurion University of the Negev. Prof. Blumbe
presented the Earth and Planetary Image Facility
discussed about the collaboration between the@aion
University of the Negev and the ERATOSTHENES C¢
Excellence. -

Lab link:
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/epif/Pages/Homepagel.aspx

Meeting with the External Advisory Board

25t of June 2020, online

On the 2% of June 2020, the EXCELSIQ
consortium met on line with the members of §
External Advisory Board:

1 Vincent AmbrosiNASA /USA
1 Marcello Maranesditaly

1 Lena Halounov&zech Technical Universit

Czech Republic

1 Peter Ze#lSpatial Services/Austria
1 Simonetta Cheli/ESA 7 :
1 Daniel Barok/Israel £NCELSI"R
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Researchers and Permanent Staff Workshop
25t of June 2020, online

On the 26 of June 2020, 16 researchers and 5 permanent
staff of the Cyprus University of Technology presented their
profile and their research activities to the Excelsior Partners
from 9.00 am to 14.00. During the workshop there was an
active discussion between the participants.

Aeolus L2A working 2d meeting

30thof June 2020, online

EXCELSIOR team member Dr Rodanthi Mamouri participated at
the Aeolus L2A working92meeting During the Aeolus Cal/Val
meeting the EARLINET community provide information about the
status of EARLINET related activities. SIROCCO researchers
participated to the meeting providingiformation about the
Limassol lidar station CAL/VAL activities.

EXCELSIOR mentioned in MedRIN newsletter
Istof July 2020, online

EXCELSIOR and the ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence are presented in the Second Newsletter of
the Mediterranean Regional Information Network NASA

as the big initiative in the region! Prof. Hadjimitsis
explained the concept of the Digital Innovation Hub.
Interview from Dr Kontoes is also presented in the
newsletter.

The newsletter is available at:
https://gofcgold.org/sites/default/files/202006/
MedRINNEWSLETT2R20_Final3.pdf
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