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Launching of the

EXCELSIOR
H2020 Teaming
Phase 2 Project

The public inauguration event of the strategic research project
O EXCEL S ERMAOSTHENES: Excellence Research Centre
for Earth Surveillance and space-based Monitoring of the
Environment in the Eastern Mediterranean was held on the
22"d of November 2019. The event took place at the Cyprus
University of Technology under the auspices of the President
of the Republic of Cyprus, H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasiades, in the
presence of officials and elected personalities from the
diplomatic, political and academic community of Cyprus and
abroad.
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Public Inauguration Event of the EXCELSIOR H2020

Teaming Phase 2 Project
President of the Republic
Anastasiades

22"d of November 2019

On the 22" of November 2019, the
Cyprus University of Technology and
the EXCELSIOR Project organized
the Public Inauguration of the Horizon
2020 WIDESPREAD-01-2018-2019
Teaming Phase 2 "ERATOSTHENES:
Excellence Research Centre for Earth
Surveillance & Space-Based
Monitoring of the Environment
(EXCELSIOR)" in Limassol. The event
was held under the auspices of the
President of the Republic of Cyprus,

under the auspices of the
of Cyprus, H.E. Mr. Nicos

H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasiades. The
President highlighted the
iImportance of the project and

congratulated the Cyprus
University of Technology, the
Ministry of Transport,

Communications and Works, and
the three world-renowned partners
of the EXCELSIOR Project for
their determination and efforts to
submit such a proposal.
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A Iwish at the outset to
congratulate the Cyprus
University of Technology,
the Ministry of Transport,
Communications and
Works, and the three
world-renowned partners
of the EXCELSIOR Project
and to convey my deep
appreciation for your
determination and efforts
to submit such an
exceptional proposal,
M ranked in one of the top
~ positions.o

President of the Republic of Cyprus,
H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasiades

Honorary gift to the
President of the Republic
of Cyprus, H.E. Mr. Nicos
Anastasiades by Gunter
Schreier from DLR on
behalf of DLR & the
EXCELSIOR consortium
 during the public
inauguration of the
EXCELSIOR Project

President of the Republic of Cyprus,H.E. Mr. Nicos
Anastasiades (left), Mr Gunter Schreier (right)
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The event was also welcomed by the
Rector of the Cyprus University of
Technology Prof. Anayiotos, the
Counselor of the German Embassy in
Cyprus, Mr. Ulrich Peitz and Deputy
Head of Mission of the Embassy of
Greece in Cyprus, Mr. loannis
Mallikourtis.

The representative of the European
Co mmi s Direotarafesseneral for

Research and Innovation (DG-RTD),
Mr. Stefan Weiers and the Head of
Unit Spreading Excellence, Widening
Participation, Science with and for
Society, The Research Executive
Agency (REA), Mr. Ales Fiala stated

ERATOSTHENES: Excellence Research Centre for Earth Surveillance

& Space-Based Monitoring of the Environment

that the EU has high expectations of
the implementation and results of the
program, but also of the impact on
Cyprus and at European level of
promoting science and innovation,
which it is expected to create
opportunities for economic growth.The
Chief Scientist of R&l of the Republic
of Cyprus, Mr. Kyriakos Kokkinos
emphasized on the R&l potential of
Cyprus in space-based and remote
sensing technologies. The event
ended with speeches from Prof.
Hadjimitsis, the Consortium Partners
and the members of the Advisory
Board.

Mr. Antonio Vecchio, Mr. Ales Fiala, Mr. Stefan Weiers, Prof. Andreas Anayiotos,
Prof. Christis Chrysostomou, Prof. Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis (from left to right)
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Mr. Ulrich Peitz

Mr. loannis Mallikourtis

The event was also welcomed by the Counsellor of Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany in Cyprus, Mr. Ulrich Peitz and the Deputy Head of Mission
of the Embassy of Greece in Cyprus, Mr. loannis Mallikourtis.
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A T h e@roject will bring
change in many aspects i
new opportunities for
researchers, enhanced
skills development for
future experts in the Earth
Observation and
Geoinformation sector,
and beyond Cyprus
EXCELSIOR can become
a lighthouse for partners
in Middle Eastern and
Northern African
countries.o

Dr. Peter Zeil (recorded speech at the event)

A lam particularly proud
and honoured to be part
of the advisory committee
of the EXCELSIOR
Project, because being
part of the Earth
Observation Directorate |
can share with you and
the partners all the
expertise of the agency in
this field.o

Mrs. Simonetta Cheli (recorded speech at the event)
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1. Mr. Vincent Ambrosia, (NASA / University of
California)

2. Mr. Marcello Maranesi, (Freelance consultant
with experience in space organizations such
as Telespazio in Italy)

3. Prof. Lena Halounova, (Czech Technical
University in Prague and ISPRS Secretary i
International Society for Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing)

4. Mr. Daniel Barok, (independent Consultant
with previous work experience at the ISRAEL
SPACE AGENCY)

5. Professor Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis,
(coordinator of the EXCELSIOR project)

The importance of the ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence for Cyprus and the
geographical area was emphasized by representatives of the EXCELSIOR
External Advisory Committee.

s E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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Honorary plagues presented to the External Advisory Board members, the Rector &
Chairman of the Board of the Cyprus University of Technology and the Chief
Scientist by the Minister of Transport Communications and Works Mrs. Vassiliki
Anastasiadou.

Prof. Andreas Anayiotos, Mr. Kyriakos Kokkinos, Prof. Lena
Halounova, Mr. Daniel Barok, Mr. Vincent Ambrosia, Mr.
Marcelo Maranesi, Mr. Panikos Philippou, Mrs, Vassiliki
Anastasiadou, Prof. Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis

(from left to right)
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EXCELSIOR stakeholder engagement workshop
22"d of November 2019
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During the 39 day of the the Kick-Off
meeting, there was a stakeholder
engagement Workshop. The Workshop
was open to the partners, the European
Commission representatives, as well as
the Research  Executive  Agency
representatives.
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At the workshop, the stakeholders
were informed about the
EXCELSIOR stakeholder
| engagement and had the chance to
give brief presentations about their
Organizations.

The committing organizations that
participated at the  stakeholder
Workshop are Atlantis Consulting Ltd,
CYRIC, CYTA, HEXAGON, i-BEC,
Aristotle University, Tel Aviv University,
Department of Forests, Land Survey
Department, ETEK.

. E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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EXCELSIOR Kick Off Meeting
20th - 22nd of November 2019

The EXCELSIOR consortium members, together with the EXCELSIOR External
Advisory Board and the European Commission representatives in front of the
Senate House of the Cyprus University of Technology
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To upgrade the existing
Remote Sensing & Geo-
Environment Lab
(ERATOSTHENES
Research Centre),
established within the
Faculty of Engineering &
Technology of the Cyprus
University of Technology
(since 2007), into a e
sustainable, viable and EXCELSIOR Vision:
autonomous Centre of
Excellence: the
ERATOSTHENES Centre
of Excellence (ECoE)

Within the next 7 years, the
ECoE will become a world-
class Digital Innovation
Hub (DIH) for EO and
Geospatial Information
becoming the reference
Centre in the Eastern
Mediterranean, Middle East

. and North Africa
(EMMENA).

Cyprus
University of
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Project Consortium

— CVprus

][ University of
Technology

Coordinator: Prof.
Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis
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Centre of EO Researc! h & Satellite Remote Sen

4#7 Deutsches Zentrum
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German Aerospace Center

lAASARS
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Leibniz Institute for == Texvohoywo
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Pl Dr. AIbertAnsmann
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EXCELSI OROS

Funded under H2020

Pillar: Spreading excellence and widening participation

Work Programme Year: H202020182019

Work Programme Part: Spreading Excellence and Widening
Participation

Call: H2020-WIDESPREAD-2018-01

Topic: WIDESPREAD-01-2018-2019-Teaming Phase 2

Type of action: CSA (Coordination and support action)

Project grant agreement No. 857510

Proposal acronym: EXCELSIOR

Total Budget: >38.000.000u (157 U EU & 15z U CY-Republic of
Cyprus+ 8z U Cyprus University of Technology )

Duration: 7 years from EU+ 8 years Republic of Cyprus

Start: 01 October 2019 End: 31 September 2026

This project has received funding from the European Un i o Hodizon 2020
research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 857510.

7 This project has received funding from the Government of the Republic of
Y .
%;W}’ Cyprus through the Directorate General for the European Programmes,
Coordination and Development.
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ECoE as aregional Digital Innovation Hub (DIH) for Earth
Observation (EO) in Eastern Mediterranean, Middle East and
North Africa (EMMENA) adopts a two-axis model

RESILIENT BIG EARTH DATA
& CLIMATE SOCIETY ANALYTICS

DATA

Maintenance & support
Operations & data distribution

System administration & storage

AREA

Remote sensing labs

INFRASTRUCTURE

ECoE data cube

RESEARCH
AREA

Masters / PhDs (In cooperation with University)

Skills development center

AREA

EDUCATION

Professional training programme

ECoE Networking & knowledge hub
Products & services
ECoE living labs

(ESA) Business incubations programmes

ENTREPRENEAURSHIP

Asset sharing unit

VALUE
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ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence:
To excel in five domains

Disaster Risk
Reduction

Water Resource

Management

Climate Change
= Monitoring

Big EO Data

@ Analytics

s E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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In our capacity as a consortium acting in the domains of Earth
Observation (EO), Geospatial Information (Gl) and Space
Applications:

A We are motivated by the big European space programmes
Galileo and Copernicus and their downstream effects on
European economy and science

A We take the opportunity of the Cyprus Government investing
to become full European Space Agency (ESA) member

A We are motivated by the unique location of Cyprus as the
most south-eastern EU member state, within the Eastern
Mediterranean area offering geoscientific, economic and
social opportunities and challenges

A We are inspired from the fact the Earth Observation (EO) has
been identified by ESA experts, as one of the three domains
for potential future Plan for European Cooperating States
projects in Cyprus

A We are aligned with the Smart Specialization Strategy for
Cyprus

A We feel the responsibility since ERATOSTHENES Research
Centre (ERC) is the only EO center in Cyprus

A We are stimulated from our mission to upgrade the ERC to

THENES Centre of Excellence (ECoE)

Space-based Earth
Observation where three
Continents meet facing
common challenges for
making citizens and
societies resilient to
sustainable development

s E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
@excelsior2020eu @ @ @ @ info@excelsior2020.eu www.excelsior2020.eu
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LATEST NEWS

EXCELSIOR joined the
signing ceremony for
Coor di n daeaming 0

winners in

Pl
from

of the
the
Observatory of Athens
(advanced partner), on behalf of
the Coordinator of the EXCELSIOR
Project Prof. Diofantos Hadjimitsis
from the Cyprus University of

Dr. Haris Kontoes,
EXCELSIOR Project
National

Technology, joined the signing
ceremony which took place on the
24t of September 2019 in
Brussels. During the event, Jean-
Eric Paquet, Director-General for
Research and Innovation
congratulated the 14 Teaming
projects winners on this
outstanding initiative and their
contributon to bridging the
research and innovation divide in
Europe. Teaming projects under
the Horizon 2020 Widening
Programme aim at setting up and
developing new centres  of

@excelsior2020eu @ (@ @ (ig\) @

projects
Brussels

24t of September 2019

e X ¢ e | linelowcR&D performing
Member States.

Director-General Jean-Eric Paquet
congratulated  these  winning
projects, stressing the importance
of autonomy and good-quality
governance that they need to enjoy
and sustainability plans for
continuation after the grant period.
Jean-Eric reminded the project
coordinators and representatives
from advanced partners present at
the meeting of their responsibility,
in partnership with the European

Commission, to share their
excellence with the R&lI
community; he encouraged them to
reach out to the previous

generation of Teaming projects to
build on past experiences and,
once in full swing, to help others
being equally successful.

E-MAIL:
info@excelsior2020.eu

WEBSITE:
www.excelsior2020.eu
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lufro 2019 conference
2nd of October 2019

PhD student/Research Assistant Maria
Prodromou gave a presentation on Data
Fusion for improved Forest Inventories
and Planning at the International Union
of Forest Research Organizations
conference in Brazil. Maria Prodromou
had the opportunity to meet and present
the EXCELSIOR project.

SilviLazer 2019 Conference
8th of October 2019

PhD student/Research Assistant Maria
2019 Prodromou attended the SilviLaser 2019

S VZ Conference in Brazil. There she gave a

presentation in the development and
SER application of laser scanning techniques to

improve the wunderstanding of forest
ecosystem functioning and facilitate their
sustainable management through improved
forest assessment and inventory.

Public Launching Event of the Horizon 2020 - Teaming Project
0O EMMEAREOG
8th of October 2019

EXCELSIOR team members attended the
Public Launching Event of the Horizon
2020 - Teaming Project "EMME-CARE:
Eastern Mediterranean Middle East -
Climate and Atmosphere Research
C e n t. rThefi event took place at the
premises of the Cyprus Institute in Nicosia,
Cyprus.

. - E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project
15t of October 2019

Dr. Kyriacos Themistocleous gave a |‘I\In“.---,
presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project to
M.Sc. students in Geoinformatics &
Geospatial Technologies of the
Department of Civil Engineering and
Geomatic (CUT) in order to promote and
familiarize them with the main idea and
purpose of the project.

EXCELSIOR meets the Department of Lands and Surveys
16t of October 2019

A meeting with the Director of the
Department of Lands and Surveys of the =
Cyprus Republic and his team members |
was organised by the EXCELSIOR team g
members of the Cyprus University of
Technology aiming to further discuss and *
organised future actions for collaboration
between the two entities as well as to S
discuss the letter of commitment. The
meeting took place on the 16™ of October
2019, in Nicosia, Cyprus at the premises
of the Department of Lands and Surveys.
The Director of the Department of Lands |
and Surveys Mr. Andreas Socratous and
his team members, the Coordinator of the
EXCELSIOR Project Professor Diofantos
Hadjimitsis and the team members #
Assistant Professor Christodoulos &=~
Danezis and Dr. Kyriakos Themistocleous S
attended the meeting.

5
- E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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Participation at the stakeholder presentations of regarding
the 6 Centres of Excellence through the H2020 project
17th of October 2019

Members of the EXCELSIOR team
participated at the stakeholder presentations
of regarding the 6 Centres of Excellence
through the H2020 project which took place
at the Multipurpose room at the Ministry of
Finance in Nicosia, Cyprus on the 17" of
October 2019. The event was organized by
the Office of Chief Scientist and was an
initiative by Mr. Kyriacos Kokkinos who is
the National Chief Scientist for Research &
Innovation, Republic of Cyprus.

The aim of the event was to gather all the priorities and needs of the 6 Centres
of Excellence so as to support them related to several administrative issues as
well as to promote the collaboration between the Centres of Excellence which
can further assist to put Cyprus on the map as a regional innovation centre
and highlighted the benefits of investing in Research and Innovation in a
country level.

Meeting with director of VODA.ai regarding detection of
water leaks in water utility systems using space
technology

17t of October 2019

Members of the EXCELSIOR team met with Mr.
George Demosthenous, CEO of VODA.ai,
regarding collaboration between VODA.ai and
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence in the
framework of the EXCELSIOR Teaming Phase 2
H2020 Project. The meeting took place on the
17t of October 2019 at the Ministry of Finance
in Nicosia, Cyprus. The meeting was organised
by Dr. Leda Skoufari-Themistou, Scientific
Officer at the Research & Innovation
Foundation.

s E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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Agrifood Innovation - Setting the Context in Cyprus
22"d of October 2019

On the 22" of October 2019, EXCELSIOR team
member Dr. Christiana Papoutsa joined the
fgrifood Innovation - Setting the Context in
Cypr wewia at the Cyprus University of
Technology premises and promote EXCELSIOR
through an info-kiosk. The conference was
organized by the Research Group of Agricultural
Microbiology & Biotechnology at Cyprus
University of Technology and MAP Innovation,
and addressed business representatives of the
industry, academics and people interested in
creating new innovative solutions for the industry
and the general public.

Participation in the seminar fiPossibilities and challenges of
Copernicus products and services in marine industry,
researchand management o

23" of October 2019

Mr. Marios Tzouvaras
participated in a seminar titled
APos s i &nd kthallenges sof
Copernicus products and
services in marine industry,
research and manage me
where he presented the
EXCELSIOR Project to the local
and regional stakeholders. The
seminar/workshop took place on
the 239 of October 2019 at the
Institute of Marine Research in
Bergen, Norway.

It was organised in the framework of the H2020 CopHub.AC project that aims to
establish long-term Copernicus hubs to consolidate and sustain the Copernicus
Academy as a knowledge and innovation platform.

—~ - A .
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Participation in the third general meeting of the
International Network to Encourage the Use of Monitoring
and Forecasting Dust Products (inDust)

25t of October 2019

Dr. Rodanthi-Elisavet Mamouri participated
in the third general meeting of the
International Network to Encourage the Use
of Monitoring and Forecasting Dust
Products (inDust). The meeting took place
on the 25" of October 2019 in Portugal,
Porto. The meeting was organised in the
framework of the COST Action CA16202.
The overall objective of the proposed Action
IS to establish a network involving research §
institutions, service providers and potential
end users of information on airborne dust.
Dr. Mamouri had the opportunity during the
meeting to promote EXCELSIOR

Introducing the EXCELSIOR Project to the University of

Brighton
30th of October 2019

EXCELSIOR participants Dr.  Nicholas
Kyriakides and Dr. Thomaida Polydorou
visited the University of Brighton on the 30" of
October 2019 to conduct experimental testing
on geopolymer concrete, as part of a project
collaboration with Dr. Ourania Tsioulou, funded
under the Royal Society International
Exchanges Grant. Following the completion of
the experimental research at the University of Dr. Ourania Tsioulou and Dr.
Brighton ~Civil Engineering laboratories, Alessandro Tombari, to discuss
EXCELSIOR participants met with Principal research collaboration
Lecturers Dr. Andreas Lampropoulos. Dr. Opportunities under the
Pierfrancesco Cacciola and Senior Lecturers ~ EXCELSIOR Phase Il Project.
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Presentation regarding the EXCELSIOR Project through
the 'Cyprus in Germany', which was attended by the
German Ambassador in Cyprus
31st of October 2019

On the 31st of October 2019, a
presentation on the EXCELSIOR
Project through the A Cy p riru
Ge r maevgnbwas conducted by
Professor Diofantos  Hadjimitsis.
During the event Professor Diofantos
Hadjimitsis and Professor Phaedon
C. Kyriakidis had the opportunity to
discuss with the German
Ambassador in Cyprus about the
EXCELSIOR Project and the
strategic contribution to the project
by the German organisations DLR
and TROPOS who are part of the
EXCEL S| Gomsdrtaim.

)

< AAAC

A Vi

Meeting with EXCELSIOR Strategic Partner, NOA
5th of November 2019

On the 5% of November 2019, a
meeting between Professor Diofantos
Hadjimitsis and Dr. loannis Papoutsis
was conducted at the National
Observatory of Athens (NOA) in
Athens, Greece. There, Professor
Diofantos  Hadjimitsis had the
opportunity to see the Copernicus
Hub and meet with existing staff as
well as watching a presentation on
other existing projects of the Beyond
Centre of Excellence of NOA.

s E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
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Meeting with the Hellenic Quality Assurance and
Accreditation Agency & Aristotelion University
5th of November 2019

On the 5" of December 2019, a meeting at the
Hellenic Quality Assurance and Accreditation Agency
premises in Athens with Prof. George Zalides
(member of the Board of the Agency) was organized
in order to discuss possible collaboration on joint |
educational programmes. The meeting took place in |
Athens, Greece and was attended by the Coordinator 3
of the EXCELSIOR Project Prof. Diofantos
Hadjimitsis from the Cyprus University of Technology;
Prof. George Zalidis from the Faculty of Agriculture of
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki; Prof. loannis
Gitas from the Faculty of Forestry and Natural
environment of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki.

Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project at the annual
meeting of the "Research” Remote Sensing Techniques
for Archaeology H2020 MSCA-RISE PRoject
6t of November 2019

Within the annual meeting of the Horizon 2020
MSCA-RISE i RE S E A Rfanded Project,
Professor Diofantos Hadjimitsis and Dr. Athos
Agapiou had the opportunity to present the
EXCELSIOR Project to the Consortium team.
The meeting was organised by the Coordinator
of the Project, Universita degli Studi della
Tuscia (UNITUS) and took place on the 6th of
November 2019 in Athens, Greece.

Representatives of the consortium attended the meeting including the following
organisations: ALMA Sistemi Srl (ALMA); Geosystems Hellas S.A (GSH); The
Foundation for Research and Technology-Hellas (FORTH); Adam Mickiewicz
Uni v e (UAM)t Ingtitsite of Archaeology and Space System Solutions Ltd (S3).
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Meeting at the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering
of the National Technical University of Athens
6th of November 2019

On the 6" of November 2019, a meeting was
conducted between Professor Diofantos Hadjimitsis
and the National Technical University of Athens at
the School of Rural and Surveying Engineering to
discuss future collaboration regarding the
EXCELSIOR Project based on the letter of
commitment provided by NTUA. There, Professor
Diofantos Hadjimitsis also had the opportunity to visit
existing labs.

Meeting with the Deputy Minister of Education in Greece
Prof. Vassilios Digalakis

8th of November 2019
, : On the 8" of November 2019, a meeting was
% conducted between Professor Diofantos Hadjimitsis
and the Deputy Minister of Education of Greece
Professor Vassilios Digalakis, former Rector of the
Technical University of Crete, to discuss about the
EXCELSIOR Project and future collaboration. The
== meeting took place at the premises of the Ministry of
Education in Athens, Greece.

135" EuroSDR Board of Delegates 2019 Meeting
13t of November 2019

On the 13" of November 2019, the Department
of Lands and Surveys organized the 135
EuroSDR Board of Delegates 2019 Meeting
which took place at Cleopatra Hotel in Nicosia.
During the meeting the EXCELSIOR Project and
the main activities of the CUT research team
(ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence) for the
last 12 years were presented by the Coordinator
of the EXCELSIOR Project, Prof. Diofantos
Hadjimitsis.
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Vi sit at CYTAGs Makari os Satell
2314 of November 2019

On the 23 of November 2019, members of the EXCELSIOR team, together with
a representative from the European Space Imaging visited the Makarios Satellite
Earth Station at CYTA premises.

Makarios Satellite Earth Station is a ground station in Cyprus operated by CYTA
that opened in 1980. The site is home to a large farm of a Ground station of
antennas operating with a wide range of satellites. Satellite links are provided in C,
Ku and DBS frequency bands. The Ground station is staffed on a 24-hour basis for
365 days per year.

EURAXESS Service Centres Network

251 of November 2019 On the 25" of November 2019, Prof.
Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis and Prof.
Andreas Anayiotos participated at the
event "Expansion of EURAXESS
National Network & Researchers from
Third Count r orgarsizad, by the
Research and Innovation Foundation
(RIF). There, they signed an agreement
between Cyprus University of
Technology and RIF, declaring CUT an
official EURAXESS Service Centre.
EXCELSIOR was promoted during the
event.

2 E-MAIL: WEBSITE:
@excelsior2020eu @ @ @ @ info@excelsior2020.eu www.excelsior2020.eu




E E LS I D R ERATOSTHENES: Excellence Research Centre for Earth Surveillance
(4 ' & Space-Based Monitoring of the Environment 2

One-day meeting N T o wa Harizon Europe: Dialogue on
Implementation Strategy & European Par t ner sh
4th of December 2019

The EXCELSIOR team joined the one
day meeting i T o w aHorzan Europe:
Dialogue on Implementation Strategy &
European Par t n e rwhich waso
organized by the Research and
Innovation Foundation in the framework
of its responsibilities for coordinating
Cyprus patrticipation in the Horizon
2020 Program.

As the discussions and preparation for rules, procedures and tools, as well as
the next Framework Program progress, better communication and attraction of
the European Commission is also stakeholders are some of the
focusing on the strategy for cornerstones of its strategic
implementing Horizon Europe. Improved implementation.

accessibility, simplified and effective

Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project and the
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence to representatives
of the Jinan University, China
oth of December 2019

Prof. Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis and Prof.
Andreas Anayiotos had the opportunity to
present the EXCELSIOR Project and the
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence
to representatives of the Jinan University,
China. The presentation took part during
the event for signing the memorandum of
understanding between the Cyprus
University of Technology and the Jinan
University from China, at the premises of
the Cyprus University of Technology.
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EXCELSIOR team in Egypt. i Sust ai goaskervagion of
UNESCO and other heritages sites through proactive
geosci ences Gonference in Egypt
10t of December 2019

the Sustainable conservation of UNESCO and other heritages
sites through proactive geosciences that took place in Egypt
during 10" to 12 of December 2019. The Symposium was
organized by various institutions such as the Embassy of Italy in
Egypt, the Academy of Scientific Research & Technology (ASRT)
and the National Research Institute for Astronomy & Geophysics
(NRIAG). The Symposium was organized in sessions that
presented case studies from different parts of the world, sharing
experiences in heritage conservation, under various climatic and
hazardous contexts.

34 Conference of Geographic Information Systems and
Spatial Analysis in Agriculture and the Environment
11th of December 2019

Prof. Phaedon Kyriakidis member of the
EXCELSIOR Project and ERATOSTHENES
Centre of Excellence team participated at the 3
Conference of Geographic Information Systems
and Spatial Analysis in Agriculture and the
Environment as an invited speaker giving a
lecture entitled fi S p a Analgsis and Spatial
Statistics in Environment and Agr i c uih
which EXCELSIOR was presented in detail. The
Conference was organized by the Geographical
Information Systems Research Unit of the
Agricultural University of Athens and the Hellenic
Society of Geographic Information Systems
(Hellas GIS) and

took place on the 11th to 13th of December 2019 at the Conference Amphitheatre of
the Agricultural University of Athens. It covered issues related to all the above
technologies in combination with spatial analysis and the creation of digital spatio-
temporal observatories in different types of crops (vineyard, olive, large crops, aromatic
and pharmaceutical, etc.) trying to extract useful scientific as well as practical
conclusions on a holistic digital farm management and tackling natural resource and
natural phenomena management issues.
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Sustainable Conservation of UNESCO and Other Heritage
Sites
11t of December 2019

Dr. Themistocleous was invited to speak on
A Mo n i tcoltural heyitage sites affected by
geohazarddrimgp the Sustainable
Conservation of UNESCO and Other Heritage
Sites through Proactive Geosciences, which
took place in Aswan Egypt on the 11th of
December 2019. His presentation included the

—_—t

R R l + Concept 1o 300pt & two axis model:
capabilites of the EXCELSIOR project to VS B st ot
monitor cultural heritage geohazards in the I

EMMENA region.

Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project during the 1st

Wor kshop of the Marine SQHOR a2o
Project

12t of December 2019

On the 12 of December 2019,
M. Christodoulos Mettas
Research  Scientist at the ‘ "
ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence participated in the first
Workshop /  open public
presentation of the project i Cr 0 {
Border Cooperation for the
Development of Maritime Spatial
Planning (THAL-CHOR 2) which
took place in Poseidonia Hotel, in
Limassol.

The main objective of the project is the preparation of national or regional maritime
spatial plans in Cyprus and Greece. The aim of the Workshop was to present the
scope and the progress of the Project in Cyprus. During the Workshop ,Mr.
Christodoulos Mettas had the opportunity to present the purpose, the main idea
along with the benefits of the EXCELSIOR Project for Cyprus and the Eastern
Mediterranean Middle East North Africa (EMMENA) Region.
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Presentation of Earth Observation applications, benefits
of using CopernicusEU and the EXCELSIOR Phase 2
Project at the Gymnasium of Polis Chrysochous
17t of December 2019

|

On the 17" of December 2019, Prof. Diofantos
Hadjimitsis gave a presentation of the EXCELSIOR
Project to the students of the Gymnasium of Polis
Chrysochous in Pafos. The purpose of his
presentation was to promote the benefits of
establishing ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence
for Earth Surveillance and Space-Based Monitoring
of the Environment for the students and scientific
staff in Cyprus as well as to familiarize them with the
objectives and scope of the Project and the terms of
Remote Sensing and Earth Observation. He also
wanted to highlight the benefits of using Copernicus
data along with the job opportunities that the project
will offer in the near future for the new generation.

Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project at the Alexander

College

18t of December 2019

On the 18" of December 2019, Prof. Diofantos
Hadjimitsis, Vice Rector for Academic Affairs of the
Cyprus University of Technology and Coordinator of
the EXCELSIOR H2020 Teaming Project, presented |
an overview of the EXCELSIOR Project to the §
students and staff of the Alexander College in
Pafos.

The purpose of his presentation was to promote the
benefits of establishing ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence for Earth Surveillance and Space-Based
Monitoring of the Environment for the academic
sector including both education and research pillars
as well as the industrial; governmental and societal
(organizations and citizens) sectors in Cyprus.
Furthermore, his presentation aims to promote the
use of Remote Sensing and Earth Observation and
familiarize the audience with the objectives and
benefits of the EXCELSIOR Project.
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Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project and Space
Applications to the Gymnasium of Apostolou Pavlou,

Pafos

20th of December 2019
On the 20% of December 2019, Prof.

Diofantos Hadjimitsis and Mr.
Christodoulos Mettas Research
Scientist at the EXCELSIOR &

ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence
gave a presentation of the EXCELSIOR
Project to the students of the
Gymnasium of Apostolou Pavlou in
Pafos.

The purpose of the presentation was to
promote the benefits of establishing
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence
for Earth Surveillance and Space-Based
Monitoring of the Environment for the
students and scientific staff in Cyprus as

well to familiarize them with the main
idea and purpose of the project.
Furthermore, examples from several
funded projects as well as Copernicus
benefits were also presented to the
students.

Presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project &
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence and the benefits of
the Copernicus data for Cyprus to the Esperino
Gymnasium/Lyceum of Pafos

23"d of December 2019

On the 23 of December 2019, Prof. Diofantos
Hadjimitsis and Dr. Christiana Papoutsa gave a
presentation of the EXCELSIOR Project to the
staff and students of the Esperino
Gymnasium/Lyceum in Pafos. During their
presentation they mentioned the benefits of
establishing ERATOSTHENES Centre of
Excellence for Earth Surveillance and Space-
Based Monitoring of the Environment in Cyprus.
They also highlighted the importance of acting
as a member of the Copernicus Academy
presenting the Sentinel Mission and promoting
the benefits of using the Copernicus data for
Cyprus not only by the scientific community but
also for the students and the society.
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EXCELSIOR presentation at Hystore Tech Ltd premises and
meeting with Korean experts in UAVs
oth of January 2020

On the 9™ of January 2020, a meeting
was conducted between Professor g
Diofantos Hadjimitsis the Coordinator
of the EXCELSIOR Project and
Korean experts in UAVs, Professor
Jae-Woo Lee and the CEO of
Nexoms, Chihong Joo to discuss
about the EXCELSIOR Project and
future collaboration. The meeting was
organised by the Cyprus University of
Technology and took place at the
premises of Hystore Tech Ltd.

Portal for hERItage buildings integration into the
COntemPorary built Environment
oth of January 2020

On the 9" of January 2020, Prof.
Diofantos Hadjimitsis and Dr. Athos
Agapiou of the EXCELSIOR &
ERATOSTHENES Centre of Excellence

team participated in the presentation of

the new funded integrated project i por t al
for heritage buildings integration into the
Contemporary built Env i r o numehnt o
took place at the Cyprus Institute
premises.

The project PERISCOPE aims to design and develop an innovative Building
Information Modelling platform for the identification, classification, documentation and
renovation of heritage buildings. PERISCOPE will enable the exploitation of state-of-
the-art techniques in the scientific fields of Building Information Modelling (BIM),
remote sensing, terrestrial and aerial 3D modelling techniques, and non-destructive
onsite testing. Prof. Hadjimitsis gave a short presentation about the EXCELSIOR
Project.
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